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Authority reform
law OKd by Pataki

ALBANY — Gov. Pataki
signed a measure yester-
day designed to throw sun-
light into the shadowy
world of New York’s pub-
lic authorities.

The reform legislation,
enacted less than a year
before Pataki ends a
12-year reign, establishes
independent oversight
over the state’s authori-
ties, which include the
MTA and the Thruway Au-
thority. :

The measure, passed by
the Assembly and the Sen-
ate last year, sets up an in-
dependent budget office to
monitor borrowing and
spending by public authori-
ties.

It also mandates that
any authority property be

sold at fair market value to
curb sweetheart deals for
political insiders.

In addition, the law aims
to close a loophole that al-
lowed state officials ac-
cused of misdeeds to es-
cape prosecution simply
by resigning.

In a statement, Pataki
said the new law will “fur-
ther strengthen public au-
thorities by ensuring that
strong, uniform standards
of openness, accountabili-
ty and professionalism are
followed.”

The prime sponsors of
the legislation were state
Sen. Vincent Leibell (R-
Putnam) and Assembly-
man Richard Brodsky (D-
Westchester).

Joe Mahoney

Gov OKs authorities watchdog
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ALBANY — The state’s
scandal-plagued  public-au-
thority system, which over-
sees everything from air-
ports to mass transit, will be
given closer scrutiny under
long-delayed legislation
signed into law yesterday by
Gov. Pataki.

A budget office will be es-
tablished, and an inspector
general will more closely

| monitor the hundreds of au-
| thorities, which also control

tunnels and bridges and
major  economic-develop-
ment programs.

Pataki said his budget pro-
posal would include $1.5 mil-
lion to help implement the
law, which will also ban pro-
curement lobbying,
strengthen provisions for
public access to information,
and establish codes of con-
duct for public-authority of-
ficers and employees.

Pataki has been criticized
for stonewalling a bill passed
in June. Some say he wanted
to wait as long as possible to

minimize the impact on his
administration in his final
year in office. Aides argue he
just wanted six months to
prepare for the changes.

“This critical new legisla-
tion will build on our gov-
ernment-reform efforts and
further strengthen public
confidence in public authori-
ties by ensuring that strong,
uniform standards of open-
ness, accountability and pro-
fessionalism are followed at
all time,” Pataki said.
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