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A Shocking Lack of Federal Help
For NYC’s Rail & Subway Security

Members of Congress & Transit Labor Leaders Urge Major Reforms
to Close Dangerous Gaps in Rail & Transit Security Systems

GRAND CENTRAL STATION, NYC: Citing the recent terrorist attacks on Madrid’s subway system and
the fact that over 195 terrorist attacks occurred on surface transportation systems worldwide between 1997
and 2000, members of Congress and transportation labor leaders today called for a major overhaul of rail
and transit security policies by the federal government.

Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney (NY), Chair of the Task Force on Homeland Security for the House
Democratic Caucus, and Congressman Eliot Engel (NY), the Task Force’s Vice-Chair, detailed specific

areas where the Department of Homeland Security must improve its response to rail and transit security
threats.

Congresswoman Maloney said, “Almost three years after 9/11 and more than six months after Al Quaeda’s
deadly attacks on Madrid’s subway system, the sad reality is that our rail and subway systems remain
shockingly vulnerable to acts of terrorism. The federal agencies charged with protecting our rail networks
have not done enough, fast enough. They have not finalized a plan to work together, to develop basic
ground rules for assessing risks or to establish uniform protective measures for rail lines around the country.
We have rightly spent $4.5 billion on aviation security, but the federal government has managed to scrape up
only $65 million for rail and transit safety. Given the evidence that rail systems are under high risk and the
lack of funds so far, the complete lack of funds for rail and transit security in the President’s budget is
shocking. We can and must do more.”

Congressman Engel said, “The bombings on Madrid's and Israel's public transit systems are a warning to us
in the United States that our rail and transit system are targets for terrorists. I am looking forward to working
with Congresswoman Maloney to improve the safety of America's public transportation.”




Jim Hoffa, Teamsters General President, said in a written statement, “The Bush administration is failing
to address the threat posed by hazardous materials routed on rails through high target areas. Since 9/11,
the government has been focused on airline security while leaving the rails virtually unprotected. With
the nation's elevated threat level, much more needs to be done to secure our rail system. We need the
eyes and ears of every railroad employee on the job and helping secure the rails.”

George McDonald, Director, Safety, Health and Security Department, International Transport Workers
Union of America, said, “TWU members do not feel that they are being giving information, training or
safe-guards to help deter or respond properly in the event of a terrorist attack. Nor do we see and
increase in transit system security in comparison to airline security. Trains stations should be monitored,
trained dogs should be randomly searching stations and trains, and chemical and biological detectors
should be installed at more train stations. The TSA is supposed to be in charge of all transportation and
must dedicate more than 3% of its budget to non-airline security. Priorities are wrong when we ignore
certain targets.”

Today’s event took place as part of National Rail and Transit Security Day for the House Democratic
Caucus Task Force on Homeland Security. Participants included: Robert Romaine, President,
Transport Workers Union, Local 106; Norman Troy, Chairman, TWU Local 2001; Michael
Fitzpatrick, TWU of America AFL-CIO; Micky Evans, Vice-Chairman, and Kelly Cassidy, Secretary,
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen, New York State Legislative Board; Fred Kelly,
General Chairman, BLET Metro North; Art Maye, Conductor for Metro North, BLET Member; Frank

Giordano, Board of Trustees, Teamsters Local 272; David White, /nternational Brotherhood of
Teamsters.

A document detailing the policy and funding issues still unresolved in federal efforts to improve rail and
transit security is attached.

The seven areas detailed for improvement of federal efforts on rail and transit security include:
1) Designate an office within the Department of Homeland Security to develop and implement best
practices for passenger-rail and public-transit security;
2) Define and clarify the respective roles and responsibilities of the Department of Homeland Security
and the Department of Transportation in security matters;
3) Provide security training for all rail and transit workers;
4) Place trained professional conductors and engineers at all times on trains carrying hazardous
materials;
5) Any remote that operates a train must be kept in a secure area and should be signed in and out;
6) More train stations should be monitored by security cameras, trained dogs should be randomly
searching stations and trains, and chemical and biological detectors should be installed at more train
stations;
7) We need to provide the federal resources necessary to achieve these reforms. The President’s budget
did not provide for any funding specifically for rail security. The Homeland security bill that passed last
week funded rail security at $100 million. This was a doubling in aid over the year before, but when we
are spending in the billions for other homeland security initiatives, we need to take a hard look at our
priorities.
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Rail and Transit Security Must be a National Priority

Background Materials Prepared by the Office of Congresswoman Carolyn B. Maloney

Fully one-third of terrorist attacks worldwide target transportation systems, and public transit is the most
frequent target.! Between 1997 and 2000, more than 195 terrorist attacks occurred on surface transportation
systems worldwide.” Since the attacks of September 11, 2001, the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) have warned transit and other railroad systems of possible
terrorist strikes. In April 2003, such warnings were validated when it was revealed that Khalid Sheik
Muhammed, one of Osama bin Laden’s chief lieutenants, told his interrogators that al Qaeda had plans to
attack the metro system in Washington, D.C.

The recent attacks in Madrid, Spain, the frequent bus bombings in Israel, and warnings of potential attacks
require the Department of Homeland Security to make the protection of these systems a top priority.
Unfortunately, there is not a single agency in charge of rail and/or transit security. Currently, the
Transportation Security Administration (TSA) is formally responsible for the security of all modes of
transportation and the Federal Transit Administration is in charge of federal operational oversight of transit.
However, these agencies still do not even have a memo of understanding between them about how to develop
a set of risk assessments and standards. It is unclear how responsibility for transit security will be divided
between them.?

For this fiscal year, the TSA is currently spending $4.5 billion for aviation security, while only $65 million
was dedicated to passenger rail or public transit security.* In the Administration’s fiscal year 2005 budget
request, funding for anything other than aviation security is less than three percent — or only $147 million — of
TSA’s total budget. Of this, no funds are requested specifically for passenger rail or transit security. This is
troubling when you consider that passenger rail routes in the U.S carry 16 times more passengers than airlines
every day. It s also troubling because Congress created the TSA to protect all modes of transportation. Yet,
the GAO has stated that while TSA has “started development of overall intermodal transport security plan, [it]
has not developed specific plans to address the security of individual surface transportation modes, including
rail, and does not have time frames established for completing such an effort.”

Training

A recent survey the Amalgamated Transit Union conducted with their members showed that 80% of
the respondents reported that they have not received any security training from their employer. Frontline rail
and transit employees are the eyes and ears of every transit system. These employees, with the appropriate
training can be crucial in deterring, diffusing and responding to security incidents that occur aboard their
vehicles and within transit stations or facilities.

Rail travel is very porous, and it would be impossible to secure stations in the same manner as airport
security without serious disruptions and changes to current systems. By training rail and transit employees we
can at least allow them to be the eyes and ears of rail and transit facilities.

! Congressional Research Service, “Transit Security,” memo to Homeland Security Committee Democratic staff,
August 28, 2003. )

*U. S. General Accounting Office, Transportation Security: Federal Action Needed to Help Address Security
Challenges, GAO-03-843, (Washington, D.C.: GAO, June 2003), 7.

3 Congressional Research Service, “Transit Security,” memo to Homeland Security Committee Democratic stafT,
August 28, 2003.

* Amanda Ripley, “America’s Risky Rails: Why the government is investing so much in airline security while leaving
trains vulnerable,” Time, March 22, 2004,

*U. S. General Accounting Office, Rail Safety and Security: Some Actions Already Taken to Enhance Rail
Security, but Risk-based Plan Needed, GAO-03-435, (Washington, D.C.: GAO, April 2003), 3.
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Security awareness training materials have been developed by the National Transit Institute, in
consultation with the Amalgamated Transit Union, and are available to transit systems free of charge.
Unfortunately, however, many transit systems have not provided this training to their front-line employees.
One reason for this is that despite the training materials being provided for free, transit systems may have to
pay to customize the materials for their system, to rent classroom space and to pay employees for time spent in
training. Because most federal transit grants may not be used for operating costs associated with training,
employers have very limited resources with which to pay for these costs.

In addition to any training, rail and transit workers must be assured that they will have whistle-blower
protections when they report potentially dangerous situations. Many rail and transit workers have complained
that they suffer harassment and intimidation when they report accidents, injuries and other safety complaints.
For their training to be effective, rail and transit workers need to have a working environment that allows them
to use their training and report potential problems.

Protection of Key Infrastructure

Protecting and making key infrastructure harder targets must be a top priority. A national analysis of all key
rail and transit infrastructure must be completed and key vulnerabilities must be addressed. Security
enhancements to rail and transit systems must be geared toward protecting key infrastructure.

Remote Controlled Trains

Trained professionals have been taken off locomotives and replaced with remote control operations even in
the instance of the transport of hazardous materials cargo. The units that control these trains are not required
to be in a secure location and access to them is not logged.

Travel of Hazardous Chemicals through Population Areas

Currently, shipments of hazardous materials that could cause great threats to communities in the event of a
terrorist attack or accident are traveling through population centers without a risk assessment on the routes
they are taking. According to a Traffic World Article, the Naval Research Laboratory has modeled the
devastation that could be caused by a terrorist attack on one tank car of chlorine. The Laboratory’s model was
done on Washington, D.C. It showed that if an attack took place, it would create a cloud of gas that would
cover a 14 mile radius and 2.5 million people would be at risk. Trains carrying chlorine routinely travel on
train tracks within four blocks of the Capitol Building. Concerns about an attack on chlorine tanks prompts
official to stop transport during major events such as the State of the Union Address.

Coordination

In 2003, the General Accounting Office (GAO) recommended that DHS’s Transportation Security
Administration (TSA) and the DOT “develop a risk-based plan that specifically addresses the security of the
nation’s rail infrastructure” and “establish time frames for implementing specific security actions.” Such a
plan still has not been developed, and progress on this front has been limited because responsibilities for
transit security are fragmented and confused. According to GAQ, the roles and responsibilities of TSA and

'U. S. General Accounting Office, Rail Safety and Security. Some Actions Already Taken to Enhance Rail
Security, but Risk-based Plan Needed, GAO-03-435, (Washington, D.C.: GAO, April 2003), 33.
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DOT *“have yet to be clearly delineated, which creates the potential for duplicating and/or conflicting efforts as
both entities move forward with their security efforts.” Further, “DOT and TSA have not yet formally
defined their roles and responsibilities in securing all modes of transportation.”® To address the problem,
GAO recommended that DHS and DOT enter into a memorandum of agreement to “define and clarify each
entity’s role and responsibilities in transportation security matters.” DHS and DOT disagreed with the
recommendation-and thus far have failed to clearly define their roles and responsibilities.’

Equipment and Technology

Many transit agencies tightened security in various ways following 9/11. “Transit agencies have placed
surveillance equipment, alarms, or security personnel at access points to subway tunnels, bus yards, and other
nonpublic places...” Chemical detection systems were installed in some subway stations in Washington, D.C.
and Boston, and are planned for other subway systems as well. A recent survey of transit agencies indicated
that the top three safety and security funding items are improved communications systems, surveillance
equipment, and additional training.

Plan of Action

Designate an office within the Department of Homeland Security to develop and implement best
practices for passenger-rail and public-transit security

Define and clarify the respective roles and responsibilities of the Department of Homeland Security
and the Department of Transportation in security matters

Provide security training for all rail and transit workers
Place trained professional conductors and engineers at all times on trains carrying hazardous materials.
Any remote that operates a train must be kept in a secure area and should be signed in and out

Routes that bring hazardous materials through populations centers should be reexamined and alternate
routes should be considered

Investments need to be made in technology upgrades. Trains stations should be monitored by security
cameras, trained dogs should be randomly searching stations and trains, and chemical and biological
detectors should be installed at more train stations.

The TSA is supposed to be in charge of all transportation and must dedicate more than 3% of its
budget to non-airline security. Priorities are wrong when we ignore certain targets.

*U. S. General Accounting Office, Transportation Security: Federal Action Needed to Help Address
Security Challenges, GAO-03-1154T (Washington, D.C.: GAQ, September 9, 2003), 3.

*U. S. General Accounting Office, Transportation Security: Federal Action Needed to Help Address
Security Challenges, GAO-03-1154T (Washington, D.C.: GAO, September 9, 2003), 18.

“U. S. General Accounting Office, Transportation Security: Federal Action Needed to Help Address
Security Challenges, GAO-03-1154T (Washington, D.C.: GAO, September 9, 2003), executive summary.
> U. S. General Accounting Office, Transportation Security:. Federal Action Needed to Help Address
Security Challenges, GAO-03-1154T (Washington, D.C.: GAO, September 9, 2003), executive summary.
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TWU News

Transport Workers Union of America, AFL-CIO
1700 Broadway, New York, NY 10019 ¢ (212) 259-4900

Representing 130,000 Transportation Workers in Mass Transit. Airlines and Railroad Industries

June 21, 2004
For Immediate Release

TWU Galls For New Security Measures

TWU International President Sonny Hall today praised the efforts of the Democratic Caucus for
Homeland Security for its efforts to highlight the need for more aggressive actions to address the
security needs of America’s transportation network.

The TWU President, who represents 135,000 transportation workers nationwide, including nearly
50,000 at New York City Transit, Long Island Bus, Westchester and Queens Private Buses, Metro
North, PATH, New Jersey Transit, Amtrak. and numerous other private bus and school bus companies in
the metropolitan area. made the following suggestions to improve security in the area:

1. Training - It1s of the utmost importance that we train the workforce to spot danger before it
happens.

2. Security - Demand a two-man operation on every subway train, Conductor and
Motorman. We must also have our platforms manned. Ratlroad Clerks must be put back in all stations,
and Elevator Operators returned to their previous Jocations.

3. Inspections - Every bus and train should be inspected by a specially trained employee with
experience as a Conductor, Motorman, Bus Operator or Mechanic.

4. Awareness - More attention must be paid to public awareness of the security gaps that still
remains in public transportation. We need the public as partners in this battle.

5. Hazardous Chemicals - Chemical detection is vital to our Rail and Transit Systems.

President Hall said: “The frontline rail, air and transit emplovees are the eyes and ears of every
transportation system. Our members with the proper training can be crucial in deterring, diffusing and
responding to security incidents that occur aboard their vehicles and within transportation stations or
facilities.

“Rail travel 1s very porous, and it would be impossible to secure stations in the same manner as
airport security without serious disruptions and changes to current systems. By traiming rail and transit

employees we will be able to protect the system.”




