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Metro-North isn’t bargaining
in good faith, representatives say
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A coalition of unions represent-
ing Metro-North Railroad employ-
ees has ramped up efforts to get
updated labor contracts.

‘The eight unions have accused
the railroad of failing to bargain in
good faith to give them new con-
tracts. The last contracts between
Metro-North and its 5,000 union
workers expired Dec. 31, 2002.

“Our members have-not.had a
wage increasé since 2002 arid giv.
en that they live in a high cost-of- -
living area, it’s unacceptable,” said
Joel Parker, a spokestman for the
coalition. “The company hasn’t
changed its position at the bar-
gaining table in about a year.”

Parker wouldn’t go into
specifics about what the union
members were seeking but said
“every issue is on the table,” in-
cluding wages, pensions - and
health-care costs.

“We are actively at the bargain- .
ing table, and we already have
agreements with one-third of our
work force, and the terms are rea-
sonable and fair,” said Marjorie
Anders, a Metro-North spokes-
woman. “Obviously we’re going to
have similar agreements with ...

these other unions.”

" Anders wouldn’t discuss what
kind of terms the union coalition
was seeking.

“We are declining to discuss the

" details of the bargaining,” Anders
said. “We're doing our bargaining
at the table.” ]

The unions said in a statement
that they have been trying to reach
labor agreements through the Na-
tional Mediation Board, but the
railroad has adopted a “take it or
leave it” approach to each bargain-
ing session. Labor officials have
asked the board to release them
from mediation, but so far that has-
n’t been done and union members
are growing impatient, according
to the coalition news release.

Donald West, a public informa-
tion officer at the National Media-
tion Board in Washington, said he
couldn’t comment on open cases
before the board.

A negotiating session between
Metro-North and union represen-
tatives is scheduled for tomorrow,
Parker said.
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