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SENATOR SPANO JOINS WITH STATE LABOR ORGANIZATIONS URGING
PASSGE OF TRANSPORTATION BOND ACT ON NQVEMBER 8™

Senator Nick Spano (R,C.,| —- Westchester) today joined with New York
Stete labor leaders at the Harisdale Metro North Train Statlon to urge voters to
virts “yes” for the Transportation Bond Act that will be put before them this
Election Day. November 8". Senator Spano was joined at the event by: Dean
Devita, General Chairman and President, Service Employees intemational Union
{8EIL}), National Conference of Firemen and Ollers; Chris Silvers, International
Brotherhood of Teamsters (IBT); Pete McMahon, Transit Warkers Unlon (TWU);

" Norman Brown, intemational Association of Machinists (IAM); Billy Mills and

John Dmytryszyn, Amerlcan Railway Supervisors Association (ARSA); Steve
Mgione, Intemeational Brotherhood of Elaectrical Workers (IBEW); Paul Korez and
Brian McNamara, Sheet Metal Workers Intemational Agsoclation (SMWIA); Stan
Donicyan, IBEW-S; and, Victor Nieto, Transportation Communications
internstional Union (TCU). ‘ o

The $2.0 billion Transporiation Bond Act was proposed by Governor
Pateki and state legisiature. The funds will be divided equally between the
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) and the New York State
Department of Transportation (DOT), and wifi fund a varety of programs across
the Stata of New York Including the Second Avenue Subway in New York City
sny major highway réhabilitation across the State. The funding will also be
used to purchase Vital equipment like new buses and subway and commuter
rall cars, maintaining the Infrastructure of the system to ensura the safaly and
relinbifity of service. : )

Senator Nick Spano sald, “1 am proud to stand here today with my
frizands In organized lsbor to urge thet voters cross the State of New York vote
‘yes' on November 8" and approve the Transportation Band Act. This money

. will go directly towards Improvements across our iransportation systern, and will
slso provida funding to ensure that the jobs are done in a timely and safe
fashion.” _
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Desrs Devits, General Chalrman and President of the Firemen & Oilers,
and gecratary of the Metiro North Labor Coalition, deglared, “the union workers ,
who make Meétro North run have an Interest not only in good wages and
© bensfits but in an efficlent, safe, welkmaintained commuter rafl system, We
want the best possible service to the riding public. We are that public, We not
enly work hers, we make up the communities that Metro North serves. The
passsge of the Transportation Bond Act can only benefit the workers we

reprasent.”

in addition, funds will also be used o improve service to riders through
the purchags of new subway cars, ralj ¢cars, and clean-fuel buses and through
infrastructure improvements that include new track, improved tunnel lighting,
Ingreased parking at suburban rejl ststions, and real-time custoper .
commumications that provide information about train amivals,

' in August 2005, the New York Staté AFL-CIO's Executive Board
‘annpunced itE endorsamient of the $2.9 Billion Transportation Bond Act. The
“State Labor Federatlon's Exacutive Bosfd voted unanimously to approve labor's

support. 1t should be noted that In all Bond Act initiativas that the New York
Stabs AFL-CIO has sctively supported since 1978, the Bond Act prevalled. Of
- those which the Stete Federation did not support, all falled at the polfs. Today's
everd was one of many statewideg grassroots Inttiatives that organized iabor is
conducting o urge the passage of the Bond Act. _



